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Yellowknife soccer teams, the Junior Fury 
boys and Junior Driller girls travelled to Red 
Deer, Alta. last weekend to take part in an 
outdoor soccer training camp.  

"It was a way to wrap up the season," said 
Rebecca Alty, co-coach of the boys team.

"Kinda the carrot to train harder and show 
them what we need to improve on."

The main purpose of the trip was to teach 
the boys the difference from playing outdoor 
soccer rather than indoor soccer.

"It's impossible to teach in our little gym," 
said Alty.

John Buist, co-coach of the boys team, said 
the camp was a different experience for the 
boys' usual indoor winter soccer season.

"It was their first taste of outdoor soccer," 
he said.

Training since October
The boys have been training since October 

and fundraising for the trip since mid February, 
with beef jerky, bake sales and bingo.

The 13 boys managed to raise roughly $300 
each, enough to cover their accommodation, 
food and transportation.

In the beginning of February, the boys and 
girls teams were also approached by the Pop-
sicle company which offered to sponsor them 
with $1,500 each.

"It turned out to be a cold weekend," said 
Alty. "And since we're from the North, we're 
the Popsicles."

The team left last Thursday night and 
returned Monday. The boys had a chance to 
play exhibition games against teams from Red 
Deer, working on drills and skills specifically 
geared toward outdoor soccer. 

"It was an eye opener for them," said Alty.
"(Outdoor soccer) is much more physical 

then it is indoor and they weren't used to it."
Some of the skills the soccer players learned 

included spreading out on the field and how to 
take advantage of passing according to Alty.

But it wasn't just all work and no play.

The boys got to go to Red Deer soccer store 
to buy jerseys and also visit the city's indoor 
swimming pool.

"They have a lot of energy," said Alty. "I 
thought they would be exhausted after hour 

and a half hours after soccer."
Alty added it was a worthwhile trip.
"By the third game they said, 'if we had one 

more week, we'd be able to beat these teams," 
she said.
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Back row from left, Coach Rebecca Alty with the members of Junior Fury boys soccer team, Harutyun Harutunyan, 
Brandon Pelley, Dylan Baggs, Andrey Balasanyan, Dylan MacDonald, James Huvenaars, and Breton Walker. Front row, 
Derrick Letemplier, Hogan Joy, Kyle Mann, Aiden Zouboules, Jeremie Kalgutkar, and Emil Balasanyan. The team was in 
Red Deer, Alta. last weekend for a soccer camp.


